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Purpose and Scope 

The policy highlight Domain Group’s commitment to academic integrity, including outlining 

instances where academic integrity may be called into question or violated, and the 

consequences for such violations. This ensures that students fully appreciate the importance of 

academic integrity, as well as understanding the transparent process for academic misconduct. 

Policy 

Domain Group has defined a policy statement outlining the standards of academic integrity to 

be upheld within the Faculty. Academic freedom is essential in institutions of higher education. It 

is the freedom to engage in teaching, research, scholarship, or other creative work as the basis 

for expanding knowledge as well as teaching and learning without unreasonable interference or 

restriction from law, institutional regulations, or public pressure. At Domain Group students are 

entitled to freedom of inquiry and discussion in teaching and learning as well as to freedom of 

investigation in research. Students at Domain Group should expect to be able to exercise 

academic freedom of expression and not be disadvantaged or subjected to less favourable 

treatment for doing so. 

However, in cases where academic integrity may be called into question, or has been identifiably 

violated, students may face disciplinary action. The following are examples of academic 

misconduct and will not be accepted by Domain Group: 

 Plagiarism 

 Cheating in assignments/examinations 

 False citation 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words or work as one's own creation. A 

student who copies or paraphrases published or on-line material, or another person's research, 

without properly identifying the source(s) is committing plagiarism. A student who copies 

another student’s work is also guilty of plagiarism. 

Students are considered to plagiarise when they do not credit the sources of their writing - the 

words, information, ideas, or opinions of others. This may include the following: 

 An entire essay written by someone else e.g. purchased or published from a website or 

unpublished essays written by others. 

 The exact words of someone else without quotation marks around those words. 

 A paraphrase of someone else’s words without documentation. This form of plagiarism 

includes reordering or replacing someone else’s words while keeping the main idea. 

 A summary of someone else’s words or ideas without documentation. This form of 

plagiarism includes using some, few, or even none of the original words to reproduce a 

shorter version of some or all of someone else’s ideas or text. 

 Undocumented use of information from someone else. In this kind of plagiarism, a 

student takes information that s/he found in a particular source and presents it as his/her 

own knowledge or as common knowledge. A student must document information that 



Academic Integrity Policy  Domain Group 

v08022019a SP_AI_1 3 

appears in one or only a few specialised sources, is the work or idea of a particular 

person, or represents a controversial stance on a topic. A student need not document 

information that is common knowledge. 

 Undocumented use of information that someone else has collected. A student must 

document research aids such as web-based ‘research’ services and annotated 

bibliographies.  

 The sequence of ideas, arrangement of material, pattern of thought, or visual 

representation of information (images, tables, charts, or graphs) from someone else. 

This form of plagiarism includes any of these textual features even if students present 

the ideas or information in their own words. 

 Students are accomplices to plagiarism if they allow a fellow student to submit their work 

as the student’s own or if they write an essay for another student and allow that student 

to submit it as their own. For example, a student is an accomplice to plagiarism if: 

o They allow a fellow student to submit their work as the student’s own, or write an 

essay for another student and allow that student to submit it as their own 

o They do not report a fellow student who plagiarises 

o They contribute an essay to a collection of essays (among friends or at a 

website) intentionally providing opportunity for other students to plagiarise. 

Plagiarism violates the ethical and academic standards of Domain Group and is not tolerated at 

Domain Group.  Students are held responsible for such violations, even when unintentional. To 

avoid unintended plagiarism, students should consult with their lecturers about when and how to 

document their sources. 

Cheating in Assignments and Examinations 

Cheating in assignments/examinations by copying material from another person or source or by 

gaining any advance knowledge of the content or topic of an examination without the permission 

of the lecturer is another breach of academic integrity. Cheating is the use or attempted use of 

fraud, deception or misrepresentation in any academic exercise. 

Examples of cheating may include: 

 Use of unauthorised notes or material during an exam/class assignment 

 Exchanging information with another student during an exam/class assignment. 

 Having another student take an exam for you (‘personation’) 

 Tampering with an exam after it has been returned, then claiming that the instructor 

made a grading error 

 Submitting as your own work a paper written by someone else 

 Undisclosed submission of the same paper for different courses. 

False Citation 

Listing an author, title, or page reference as the source for obtained material, when the material 

came from another source or location within that source, is a breach of academic integrity.  
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Academic Standards and Penalties for Violation 

Domain Group makes the policy on academic standards available to all students at the 

beginning of the academic year (not later than the third week from the commencement of the 

academic year). In addition, students are advised on strategies to avoid t violating these 

standards in their work. Professional misconduct at Domain Group may carry severe penalties.   

The maximum penalty for professional misconduct (including engaging in plagiarism) is a fail 

grade for the relevant subject. Other sanctions may include: 

 Official warning in writing that continuation or repetition of violation or inappropriate 

behaviour may result in a more severe sanction 

 Formal written warning that due to the violation, their position as a student is in jeopardy 

The decisions about professional misconduct shall rest solely with the Examinations Board. The 

Examinations Board binds itself to issue a decision on a case during the course of their 

correction, not later than 15 days from when the issue was flagged. The Examinations Board 

shall inform the student in writing within 7 days of the allegation and invite them to attend a 

hearing to defend themselves, within the 7 days after the student was informed of the allegation. 

The Board must communicate the decision in writing to the student within 3 days of the hearing. 

If the student disagrees with the decision, they have the right to appeal with the Appeals Board 

and have to do so in writing within 5 days of receipt of the decision of the Examinations Board. 

Academic Appeals 

In all cases, the accused student making the allegation may appeal the outcome of the process 

investigating the violation of academic standards. This appeal must be submitted in writing. If an 

appeal is made, the merits of each case are considered/evaluated by the Appeals Board, which 

determines the penalty if applicable accordingly. Where either party requests that a specific 

member of staff should not hear the case, this request is respected. During the hearing of the 

appeal, the lecturer who made the original allegation provides information and answers 

questions. The student may be accompanied and advised by another person. 

The decisions of the Appeals Board may be appealed only if new evidence has been found or if 

the original hearing overlooked evidence or committed procedural errors. All documents relating 

to the case are placed on file in the office of the Registrar, where they are securely stored.  

Domain Group Appeals Board 

Members: 

 Ad-hoc – Depending on the nature of the appeal 

 The Appeals Board will consist of not more than 3 members 

Terms of Reference: 

 Processing all appeals received from students 


