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Purpose and Scope 

The purpose of this policy is to set out Domain Academy’s position and approach to the 

recognition of prior learning (RPL) for student admissions. 

This policy applies to all Domain Academy student admissions, to uphold fair and equitable 

education for students who may face challenges in meeting entry requirements based purely on 

accredited qualifications. 

Policy 

Domain Academy believes in the importance of developing and cultivating a diverse student 

community and highly values the range of qualifications and experiences that each individual 

student may bring. Domain Academy also aims to ensure that all suitable applicants may be 

able to study, and that suitability it not based solely on accredited qualifications; rather, many 

students have experience that is commensurate with formal education.  

As such, it is the position of Domain Academy that all applicants have the opportunity to 

demonstrate that they have the skills and experience to succeed in their chosen programme, 

even in cases where they do not have the accepted qualifications. This policy outlines the 

process by which prior learning can be equitably and consistently assessed, to determine 

suitability for admission to their chosen programme. 

Learning can be either formally accredited or experiential. Formal learning is delivered through 

an education institution, and has been assessed and certified by an accredited body. 

Experiential learning has not been formally assessed, but is gained through significant and 

relevant experience. This may be work experience or knowledge gained through other 

experiences outside of work. 

It is essential that all staff involved in the process of Domain Academy student admissions be 

aware of the policy position and procedures around the recognition of prior learning for 

applicants. 

Procedure 

The full policy and procedures for the student admissions process for Domain Academy is 

outlined in the Student Admissions Policy and Procedure (SP_SAs_1). 

The procedure for recognition of prior learning during the admissions process requires that 

previous experience meets certain criteria. Whether an applicant meets these requirements is 

determined by the Domain Academy Admissions Board, while reviewing the application. The 

criteria for recognising prior learning is the following: 

 Relevance: The experience and learning provided the applicant with knowledge that is 

relevant to the programme applied for and the required qualifications. 

 Sufficient: The experience is of a sufficient academic level to the required qualification 

and sufficient to demonstrate the applicant’s competence. 
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 Verifiable: The applicant can provide verifiable evidence that the experience and 

learning is valid and an outcome of their own efforts. 

 Recent: The experiences are sufficiently recent to the time of application, to ensure that 

knowledge is still current.  

Transparency for Students 

During programme enquiries or applicant interviews, applicants should be made aware of the 

requirements for the recognition of prior learning and their obligations in providing this 

information. Depending on the programme, there may be standard documentation required, or it 

may be discussed on a case-by-case basis.  

In general, required supporting evidence may include: 

 Certificates from non-accredited or informal qualifications, such as workplace or other 

elective training 

 CV 

 Personal statement from applicant 

 Written reference letter from employer or other relevant individual 

 Portfolio of prior work and learning 

 Interview with relevant staff to assess learning 

 Other documentation or tasks as may be deemed relevant. 

Failure to provide any of the required documents may result in an unsuccessful application. 

Domain Academy’s agreement to consider prior learning does not guarantee a successful 

application, if the provided documents do not meet the requirements of the Admissions Board, 

or if there is not sufficient places in the desired programme. 


